
Pre-facelift duplex. Built in the 1970s, the two-family
house had living quarters on both upper and lower levels

and a contemporary flavor popular during the era.
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CURB APPEAL

Magical MakeoverMagical Makeover

Impressive beauty. Transformed into a stunning Nantucket style, this Roanoke home gained an upper story, 
graceful columns and lush landscaping tied into a handsome drive.

DOUGLAS MILLER

THE PROPERTY: Home of Ann and George Steadman III, 45 Car-
dinal Road S.W., Roanoke.
THE CHALLENGE: To rejuvenate a bland 1970s contemporary
ranch-style duplex into a single-family home with architectural
integrity, style and pizzazz. The renovation needed to reflect the
owners’ sophisticated personalities, integrate the natural surround-
ings and address the family’s growing need for space and comfort
within a classic architectural tradition.

THE TEAM: Designer Earle Shumate of Building Specialists, Inc.;
the builders, Building Specialists Inc.; landscaping plan by Chris Bar-
low of Garden Arts; landscaping execution by Ground Up; drive and
cubing by Mike Sampson of Sampson Construction. 

THE PROJECT: In order to give this family much needed living
space, as well as additional natural day lighting, designer Earle Shu-
mate advocated building up, rather than out, to stay in keeping with
the landscape of this South Roanoke home. With the owners’
approval, the building team then framed a new second floor over
the existing roof and created two bedrooms, a bath and sitting area
at the top of the stairs for an additional 800 square feet behind a
charming configuration of windows and a modified Nantucket
dormer. When the old roof was removed, the opened space was
completed and the two floors joined with a graceful staircase and
two-story foyer. In addition, the front entrance was given new
importance with the addition of a wide porch with multi-pitched
roof, columns, railings, pergola, lattice work, garage and a driveway
of interlocking concrete pavers. All work – from demolition to fin-
ishes – was accomplished while the Steadmans occupied the house.
The final plus: incredible views. ✩

We’re Looking for You!
If you’ve seen exceptional exterior residential makeovers by

exceptional builders, please let us know. To tell us about
projects that qualify, call Norma Lugar at 989-6138.
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